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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Los Osos, California - Dawntreader Films and Plot Productions announce the release of SO LOVE RETURNS, a new film by director David Baumgarten.

The film, based on Robert Nathan’s (PORTRAIT OF JENNY, THE BISHOPS’S WIFE) is a 45-year labor of love for director and co-producer Baumgarten, who says, “I first read the book on a troop ship to Korea during the early ‘60s and I’ve wanted to make it into a film ever since. This was the year that it all came together.”

The film’s story revolves around the arrival of Kathleen, a mysterious young woman who appears to emerge from the sea. The theme harkens to Nors and Celtic folklore of silkie-folk, legendary creatures that are seals at sea but take human form on land, the females often enchanting men. There is also a touch of Hans Christian Anderson in this particular story which tells of Kathleen’s arrival bringing the promise of happiness into the life of Lenny, a recent widower struggling with alcohol and depression, and his two young children. 

“It is a magical love story,” explains Baumgarten, who says the success of the film rests on the role Kathleen:  “I had searched for years for just the right actress and I was lucky to find Tabatha Skanes right here on the Central Coast of California through my local theatre connections. Her grasp of the role was essential for creating this intriguing character: sensual, yet strikingly unfamiliar with the ways of the human world. Tabatha really pulled it off. Likewise did my long-time associate, actor Chad Stevens, as the love interest, Lenny, and the two children, Caitlin Ruckcki as Trisha, and little Ian Rabenaldt as Chris. All of them are from the San Luis Obispo area where the project was filmed.

I’m hoping this will be a breakthrough opportunity for Tabatha as it was for Zac Ephron, star of HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL and HAIRSPRAY, when I directed him in his and my first film, MELINDA’S WORLD (www.melindasworldthemovie.com) four years ago.”

SO LOVE RETURNS is a modestly budgeted independent film shot in high definition on the Central Coast, taking advantage of unparalleled scenery. It is being entered in film festivals nationwide, including Sundance. As radio commentator Dave Congalton said, “Congratulations for pulling this off. It must have been a labor of love and quite satisfying to finally come full circle with the Nathan book.”  

